Bio-sketch - Edward D Anderson; July 22, 1916 — July 5, 2014

Edward D Anderson was born and raised in North Dakota and graduated in
1938 with a baccalaureate degree from Concordia College, Moorhead,
Minnesota. While at Concordia, he realized his passion for music and was
especially inspired towards a career in music by Paul J. Christiansen, a
newly appointed member of Concordia’s Music faculty. After graduation, he
taught music in North Dakota high schools and additionally, as Director of
the choir at a local Lutheran church, began his career as a church musician
which extended over seven decades. Following WWII, he earned his
Masters of Music degree from Michigan State University, in E Lansing,
Michigan. In 1948, he moved his family to Ft Collins, Colorado and was
appointed Director of the Choral Music Department and Professor of Music
at Colorado State University where he taught for 37 years. He embraced
Colorado, the Rocky Mountains, and CSU with great energy and
enthusiasm, never doubting his calling to “make music.” His University
Singers and Chamber Singers performed extensively at home and on tour
throughout the United States. He was instrumental in the creation of the
University Fine Arts Festival and the CSU Madrigal Singers. He received
the “Oliver Pennock Teaching Award for Distinguished Service” and was
voted a “Top Prof” by CSU students. The Colorado chapter of the American
Choral Directors Association named him a “Choral Music Legend”. He was
a regular guest conductor at the International Peace Garden Music Camp and
led their touring choirs to Europe multiple times. As a frequent tenor soloist,
he specialized in singing the role of the “Evangelist” in the Bach Passion
oratorios.

Throughout his academic career he was also the Director of Choral Music at
Trinity Lutheran Church (26 years), and later, at St. Luke’s Episcopal
Church (27 years). As a testament to his choral music ministry focus, he
constantly encouraged talented students to embrace church choirs of high
quality. He founded the annual Bach Festival which recently completed its
39" year at St Luke’s Episcopal Church in Ft Collins. This festival
eventually included Youth Concerts, highlighting young musicians from
regional school districts. As expressed in his own words, “the value of the
festival was to share with the community one of the finest musicians of our
European heritage.” He was personally drawn to the Baroque composer
because of Bach’s dedication to church music and the worship of God. For
him, Bach’s music was “the epitome of worship music” in which one finds
“solidity — an everlasting quality - Soli Deo Gloria”!




