
 

 

 

Dyana DeCoteau-Dyess 

Artist Biography 

Dyana DeCoteau-Dyess is an award-winning multimedia artist specializing in fine art 

photography, painting, and printmaking. Her artistic journey and inspiration began in childhood, 

when she spent hours looking through her kookum’s (grandmother’s) photographs, uncovering 

the stories and memories they carried. That early fascination sparked a calling to create work that 

preserves memory and tells stories—whether through the lens of her camera, the textures of 

paint, or the layered process of printmaking. Dyana also integrates her Ojibwe heritage into her 

practice, viewing representation as an essential way to remain connected to her tribe and culture. 

 

Graduating with Top Honors from Dakota College of Bottineau, Dyana went on to earn her 

Bachelor of Fine Arts in photography from Minot State University in May 2025. She was 

awarded the esteemed Waterer's Artist Grant and contributed to In Our Hands (2023), an 

Indigenous photography exhibition held at the Minneapolis Institute of Art. 

Dyana currently lives in Vermillion, South Dakota, with her husband and two children. She is 

pursuing her Master of Fine Arts in photography at the University of South Dakota. 

 

 


