Christian Paquette Biography

French-Canadian flutist Christian Paquette serves as the Principal Flute of the Winnipeg Symphony
Orchestra, a role that marks the latest chapter in a distinguished orchestral career. Renowned for his
technical virtuosity and “evocative” artistry (Winnipeg Free Press), Dr. Paquette previously held
Principal positions with the Kitchener-Waterloo Symphony, the York Symphony Orchestra, and the
Baltimore Chamber Orchestra.

As a soloist, he has performed on some of the world’s most iconic stages, including the Barbican and
the BBC Proms at the Royal Albert Hall with the BBC Symphony Orchestra. His concerto appearances
are equally expansive, featuring masterworks by Nielsen, Ibert, Reinecke, and Rodrigo with ensembles
such as the Peabody Symphony Orchestra—under the baton of Miguel Harth-Bedoya—the
Farnborough Symphony Orchestra (UK), and the Ottawa Chamber Orchestra.

A dedicated scholar and technician, Dr. Paquette holds a Doctor of Musical Arts from the Peabody
Institute of the Johns Hopkins University, where he studied under the international soloist Marina
Piccinini. His multifaceted understanding of his instrument is further informed by his 4 years of
baroque flute studies with Gwyn Roberts and his work in flute repair with Adam Workman of Flutistry
Boston.

Dr. Paquette’s excellence has been recognized through numerous accolades, including first prize at the
Yale Gordon Competition and the Canadian Music Competition. A former Fellow in the Aspen
Contemporary Ensemble, he remains a frequent guest with Canada’s leading ensembles, including the
National Arts Centre Orchestra. His doctoral studies were made possible through the generous support
of the Fondation Baxter et Alma Ricard and the Sylva Gelber Music Foundation.



